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Wagner & myth: 

�„ Many of Wagnerôs operas are based on myth and 
should be seen as allegories.

�„ ñmyths tell of primordial events and these become 
a model of all fundamental human activities in the 
form of an archetypal event that is constantly 
repeated.ò (Borchmeyer 2003: 214)

�„ Wagnerôs essay ñThe Wibelungs: World History 
from Legendò suggests that this is Wagnerôs view.

�„ c.f. Cosima visiting the London docks in 1877: 
ñThis is Alberichôs dream come true, Nibelheim, 
world dominion, work, everywhere the oppressive 
feeling of steam and fog.ò


